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Fun was had by Al at the 15t Annual
‘Rhythms of the Land’ Concert

S ummer is here...a time for barbecues,
lazy days on the lake, and music! The Mountain
Conservation Trust of Georgia sponsored the first
annual Rhythms of the Land concert at Twelve
Stone Farms in
Talking Rock.
TOY TV and
Bill Sheffield
kept the crown
rockin’ with their
fantastic grass
roots sounds.
Folks brought
their picnics
and enjoyed the
beautiful weather while listening to these talented
musicians.

There is an inherent connection
between music and the land, and the Mountain
Conservation
Trust hopes
this concert
series will
enable the
community
to appreciate
both
simultaneously.
More than 130

TOY TVplays one of their
many original tunes

Chiquita Berry (in the straw hat), who
owns and manages Twelve Stone Farm,
chats with some of the guests

Enjoying the music and the shade

people attended this first event in the concert
series, illustrating the interest within the
community for events such as this. People came
from as far as Cobb County to enjoy the music!
Bill Sheffield has been performing for more
than 40
years and is
a regular in
the Atlanta
music scene.
Throughout
his career
he has
played with
renowned musicians such as Muddy Waters, T-
Bone Walker, B.B. King, Delbert McClinton, and
Bonnie Raitt. Sheffield’s blues rhythms kept the
crowd’s toes tappin’ and hands clappin’. For a
calendar of upcoming shows or to order a CD,

visit his web site: www.billsheffield.com.
(continued on page 4)

Bill Shefpeld and his band entertain the
crowd at the prst annual
Rhythms of the Land concert

The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia is dedicated to the permanent conservation of the

natural resources and scenic beauty of the mountains and foothills of North Georgia through

land protection, collaborative partnerships and education.



L_etter from T he President

After reading our last newsletter, my wife noted that there was very little about what the Mountain Conservation Trust
was doing. Many people often ask me that question (or ask me what their money is being spent on) and | want to take this
chance to update everyone. The short answer is that we are doing a lot. (By we, I really mean Dr. Keller and Vered.)

First, we continue to work to obtain conservation easements that permanently protect specipc important properties.
e have recently closed on the property on Talking Rock Creek owned by Gary and Camille Hammond and likely will have
closed on a parcel with substantial frontage on the Ellijay River owned by the City of East Ellijay by the time you read this
newsletter. Several other easements are in the works.

Much of what else we do is not very visible unless you are in the ofpce. | am not there every day but when | am there
Dr. Keller and Vered are often called upon to respond to requests from visitors or phone callers seeking information about
their property or about their neighbor’s property that the visitor or caller fears may be developed. As I have said in this space
before, one of the most important things the Trust can do is give people accurate information about the land around us in
the belief that such information will lead to better land use decisions.

Another kind of activity that most of us do not see is Dr. Keller's work with the Commissioners and planning staff of
Pickens and surrounding counties. e are providing information to and actively assisting county offcials in Pickens, Forsyth
Gilmer, Dawson and Cherokee Counties with their land use and planning efforts. For example, as a result of Dr. Keller's
efforts, our Pickens County Commissioner, Robert Jones, recently hosted a meeting of commissioners from several adjoining
counties with the goal of implementing a multi-county land protection project called the “North Georgia Conservation
Loop”. The idea is to help these counties work together to protect the watershed surrounding the loop created by Long
Swamp Creek, the Etowah River, and Amicalola Creek. Stop by the offoce sometime and Dr. Keller can show you a map of
the area involved, or go to our website at wwwmctga.org/News_Publicationshtm.,

A little closer to Jasper, we are working on a project application that hopes to use some of the money in the State of
Georgia’s Land Conservation Program to enable Pickens County to acquire additional property for the Burnt Mountain
Preserve. This project has the potential to increase the existing protection of the headwaters of Long Swamp Creek as well
as the passive recreation opportunities in the Preserve.

Wk are also spending a lot of time completing an application for accreditation by the national Land Trust Association.
The application, a large notebook full of our procedures, policies and past activities, is due in mid-August and hopefully will
result in our Trust being the prst accredited land trust in Georgia.

Finally, the Board is spending a lot of time preparing a strategic plan for the Trustis next pve years. That plan will
be pnalized at the Boardis July meeting and, among other things, envisions more focused work over a larger geographic
area. The Board has determined that while the Trust cannot do everything that is asked of us and must focus our efforts

on specipc signipcant projects, we must also expand our vision beyond Pickens County if we are to preserve the natural
resources and scenic beauty of our area that is so important to all of us. =

Mark Dickerson
President







