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Should the (Commissioner of Fickens Countg
enact the Proposscl Pickens Countg | and

( Jse ]ntensitg District Ordinance?

By Miller Andress

| missioner of Pickens County Enact the Proposed Pickens County Land Use Intensity District
Ordinance?” This is a non—l)incling referendum that will assist the County Commissioner in

deciding to sign the propose(l land use ordinance for Pickens County.

The timeliness of this issue and its importance are emphasize(l Ly:

A Projections that Pickens County’s population will grow from approximately 26,000 today to 36,500

in 2010 and to 54,858 in 2020.
A The example of a(ljoining counties in failing to manage their growth.

The propose(l land use ordinance will enhance the opportunity to:
A Promote responsi]ole growtll
A Lessen congestion on puMiC thoroughfares
A Secure sa{ety from fire and health conditions
A Maintain desirable living conditions

A Preserve natural resources

Major elements in the proposed land use ordinance are:
A Definition of types of land use and the assignment of speciﬁc areas for
certain types of land use
A Criteria for (levelopmen‘c within each land use area
A Special conditions such as topography or existing non—con£orming use

A Aclminis’cra‘cive procedures.

Pickens County needs the land use ordinance to:

A Facilitate effective infrastructure planning

A Enhance and preserve property values

A Preserve our rural environment

A Establish guiclelines to reduce the impact of (levelopmen’c

A Place the future growth of the county in the hands of its citizens
A

Encourage ’chough’cful use of our natural resources

A

a

Let the people of

Pickens County
deal the eards I
e
Vote ¥es for Land Use |
on July zo™®
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(continued on page 2)



The Proposed Fickens Countg | and
( Ise ]ntcnsitg District Ordinance

(continued from page 1)

Without the land use ordinance, Pickens County will
grow in a haphazarol manner that will make it expensive
and (J.i{'ﬁcult, if not irnpossil)le, to achieve the goals that
are commensurate with the quality of life that lnrough’c

us to Pickens County and 1eeeps us here.

Responsible citizens will vote
YES to the question.

Note: For further information on the proposed land
use ordinance, contact Mr. Norman Pope, Direc-

tor of Planning ancl Development, Piclzens County,
(706) 253-8850.

“ Miller Andress is a member 0][ the Pickens Cozmty
Economic Deve/opment Task Force.

Editor’s Note: MCT recognizes the need ][or a county Jand
use ordinance, and encourages you to vote on | u/y 20th.

[][ the rq[erenc[um passes, the county government will hold
three pul)/ic meetings to solicit comments about the proposec]
ordinance ][rom county residents Le][ore the Commissioner
enacts it.  We hope that some clianges can be made in

the proposecl ordinance at that time that will better protect

the environment anc] rura/ qua/ity o][ /i][e ][or the ][uture 0][ tlie
county. We urge you to attend, st

Please Mark Your Calendarst

MCT’S Armual Meeting
will be held

On October 16, 2004

at the | airds’ house
in | ate Mountain [ states

Specia] thanks to Emilg
Beals for her hclp with

this newsletter!

Mining Ha]’t@& on
Champion Crc—x—:k

For years, a North Carolina stone company
quarried ﬂagstone on a 110 acre property it
leased from local landowners. The location is
on Champion Creek just outside Jasper’s city
limits. Champion flows into Long Swamp Creek
downstream of the site, just above Jasper’s water
intake. Apparently, the formation of schist layers
which are quarriec], there are not found in many
locations in the U.S.

Frequen’c complain’cs from landowners near
the quarry were made to local authorities about
the operation, citing heavy siltation of Champion
and Long Swamp Creeks and disturbance caused
})y dust and noise from the quarry trucks. MCT
had been concerned about the mining operation for
quite some time and had met with county officials
and with the owners of the site to suggest alterna-
tive ways for the land to produce income for them
without harming the environment.

In Oc’co})er, 2003 the property was sold to a
stone company operating out of Salt Lake City.
The company’s ensuing mismanagement of the
strip mining operation quiclely l)egan to cause
serious c],arnage to Charnpion and Long Swamp
Creeks. The company also widened the road to the
mine which crosses adjacent property without that
landowner’s permission. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency cited the company for causing siltation
of the creeks which was impairing Jasper’s water
intake operations. In January, 2004 the city asked
for and received a temporary injunction from the
Superior Court ordering a halt to all construction,
strip mining, cutting of trees and clisturl)ing of soil
on the property.

On Fel)ruary 4&’, the injunction became
permanent. From now on, no one can mine on
the property, and the Utah stone company is
require(l to repair, s’cal)ilize, and gravel the road
1eacling to the mine.

This is a wonderful victory for Pickens Coun-
ty’s watershed and the fragile ecology of the area. %4,



| and | rusts 101 — Frotecting the I uture

We are often
asked what a land
trust is or what it can
do. I'd like to share
with you what T've
learned about land
trusts and what land
trusts can and cannot
do. Consider this
Land Trusts 101.

Land trusts are

private, nonproﬁt

L
[

organizations on

the local, state or regional level directly involved in
protecting land for its natural, recreational, scenic,
historical or pro&uctive value. In Georgia there are
20 local land trusts like the Mountain Conservation
Trust worlzing to protect their special places. Over
1,200 land trusts in all 50 states, the Virgin Islands
and Puerto Rico have protected over 6 million acres.
These trusts protect mountains and prairies as well
as forests and river corridors. They protect islands,
marshes, coastlines and scenic vistas. Ranchlands,
farmlands, urban garclens and parlzs, cultural land-
scapes, Civil War battlefields, and hileing trails are all
pro’cec’ced lay land trusts.

The history of land trusts can be traced to vi//age
improvement societies which Legan in New England
in the mid-1800's. These groups were organizecl to
“improve the quali’cy of life and of the environment.”
In 1891, the Massachusetts legislature incorporated the
Trustees of Reservations to protect what they termed
“the jewels of the hving 1andsca,pe.77

The like-minded Society for the Protection of New
Hampshire Forests was organized in 1901. Both these
groups are still among the nation’s 1eac1ing state con-
servation groups. At the turn of the 20th century, a
group of Californians with the slogan ‘Save the Red-
woods’ created the Sempervirens Club. Other organiza-
tions that worked in some ways similar to land trusts
include the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History,
1800; the Maine Audubon Society, 1843; and the
Ohio Historical Society, Legun in 1885 to preserve
the state’s historical and arc]neological sites.

One definition for the noun ‘trust’ found in the

By Laura Slaugenhop

&ictionary migh’c put a more personal face on land
trusts: 6. (n) Reliance on sometlzing in the ][uture; Zzope.
The goal of a land trust is to help private landowners
protect their property without having to sell it or give
up their rigl'lt or their family’s righ’c to use and enjoy
it. A land trust works to help families preserve their
fields and forests for future generations.

One of the more popular and flexible tools of
protection is the conservation easement. This is a
1ega1 agreement between a landowner and a conserva-
tion organization that permanently limits the prop-
erty’s uses in order to protect its conservation value.
In some cases a conservation easement migh’c provi(le
some form of tax savings, but the most important
benefit for a landowner is the peace of 12nowing that
his or her land is permanently pro’cec‘ced.

Conservation easements allow the land to be
priva’cely owned and enjoye(l within the conditions
set forth by the landowners and their land trust. A
family can use an easement to protect their property
from being subdivided, yet retain the right to con-
tinue farming or timber operations within the guide—
lines of the easement. They can retain the righ’c to
hunt and fish on the property. All or part of a parcel
can be included in an easement. Perhaps a stream
bank, a stand of mature hardwoods, or a meadow
of wildflowers can be protec’ced while the owners
retain the right to improve their home and set aside
Luilding lots for their children. A landowner can be
assured that in the future his or her land will never
be exploiteol or disturbed.

Over half of the land trusts in the United
States are run ]Jy Volunteers; others may only have
a director or one or more part-time staff members.
The Mountain Conservation Trust is governed ]oy
a volunteer Board of Directors and employs a part-
time Executive Director and one part-time staff
member and we have a number of loyal volunteers.
Our l)u(lget is based almost entirely on mem})ership
dues and donations. As property owners and in most
instances as members of the community, the main
focus of MCT is to help our neighl)ors who want to
protect their special places. We share your concern
for the land and the environment and stand ready to

provicle assistance and guidance. -t



Youth Lcaclcrshi!:) Class ?ixplorcs
Outdoor C]assroom

MCT staf][ member Laura
S/augenlfzop is a grac]uate o][ the
Leaa’erslzip Pickens Class o][ 2000.
As a class project, the group orga-
nized the Youth Leaa’erslzip Pickens
program. Laura has participated as
a faci/itator ][or the YLP classes o][
2002 and 2003 and current/y serves
as coordinator. MCT is one o][ the
organizations that is introduced to
cach YLP class. This year she asked
]olm White to Zze/p lead a ][ie/c{ trip
down to the outdoor classroom at
Pickens Higk School.

On a perfec’c Sa’curday morn-
ing in April, Pickens High School
teacher and MCT member John
White and I, along with fellow
YLP leader Sheri Crowe and Bill

Slaugenl'xop, explorecl the outdoor
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classroom on the banks of Long
Swamp Creek on the PHS campus
with a group of students. These
youngsters, all high school juniors
are participants in the Youth Lead-
ership Pickens Class of 2004. This
program is designed to help the stu-
dents clevelop leaclership and team
Buﬂding skills as Jchey learn about
the community around them. They
are introduced to service organiza-
tions, state and local government,
and law enforcement agencies, as
well as local business and inclustry
leaders and the media.

| I)egan the morning l)y pre-

Photos l7y Sheri Crowe

senting a brief his’cory of land trusts in general and the Mountain Conservation Trust in particular. MCT is
a wonderful exarnple for these students of how a group of individuals unite to confront an issue facing their
community. Then l)y worlzing together, they can often l)ring these issues to a successful resolution.

Under clear blue skies we headed down to the outdoor classroom. The trees along the trail and on the
creek bank were full of young, spring green leaves, and there were violets everywhere. Fire pinlzs, green and
golds, and bluets were some of the other wildflowers ]ohn poin’cecl out to the students as tlley made their way
along the creek. There were lots of ferns and a beautiful Decumbent Trillium. We also filled a couple of bags



Thc trees
along the trail

and on the
creek bank

were FU” OF

young, sPring
green leaves
and there
were violets

evcrgwhere.

with trash left along the trail
and found some of the ‘Pri-
vate Property’ signs poste(].
]3y the Board of Education
that had been yanlee(l out of
the ground and tossed aside.
There were several places
where the stream bank had
been clegraded l)y ATVs driv-
ing in and out of the creck.
The silt from the ATV
tracks covered the creck bed
at the eclge of the clamaged
banks. This abuse of the area served as a

Q nly When the 1as’c bree has die (l reminder of how harmful though’cless behav-

ior can be to the environment.

After a very pleasant morning along

Long Swamp Creele, we hiked back up to the
an (1 the 1ast ﬁsh has been cau ght Wl]l high school. The students took away with

them a renewed appreciation of their own

ancl Jche 1ast river has Leen poisonecl

we realize tha’c we cannot eat money. })acleyar(l and an awareness of the need to

protect the beautiful places around us. at

~19th century Cree Indian



Flans Frogressing for Network of Land
| rusts in Géorgia

In the Spring of 2003 at their strategic plan—
ning retreat, MCT’s Board of Directors decided
to explore the possi]aility of forming a regional
association of land trusts in northern Georgia.
The Board first asked the Land Trust Alliance’s
southeastern office for advice and information
about how associations had been formed in other
states. Chuck Roe, the new Director of LTA’s
Southeast Regional Program, organizecl a meet-
ing of Georgia’s land trusts at LTA’s annual
southeastern conference. During the meeting, it
became apparent that there is a need for not just
a northern group but a statewide network of some
kind.

Most land trusts in Georgia focus on rela-
tively small geographical areas which are scattered
around the state. These local land trusts have
similar needs and prol)lems such as small staffs
and under{unding. Without established commu-
nication channels between the trusts, Jchey often
‘reinvent the wheel as they begin to accept dona-
tions of conservation easements, build a member-
ship base, set up administrative proceclures, and
raise funds. By accepting easements, they often
assume 1ega1 ol)ligations without enough revenues
to defend the terms of easements from violations.
Ina never—encling search for grants, they find
that large foundations are seldom Wiﬂing to fund

individual land trusts.

At the meeting, MCT Board member Bill
Ragsclale took on the task of writing a proposal

for the group. Land trusts responded with com-
ments and suggestions, and a foﬂow—up confer-
ence call was held. The consensus was to initiate
the formation of a networle, and an ad hoc
steering committee was formed. In addition to
support from Chuck Roe, Hans Neuhauser of the
Georgia Land Trust Service Center is assisting in
the effort.

Plans are in the works for a two-clay meeting
of all Georgia's land trusts this fall. Participants
will discuss organization of the group, the forma-
tion of associations in other states, information
exchange among land trusts, and other topics
of mutual interest. With the report from the
Governor’s Land Conservation Partnership due in
Augus’c, the land trusts will consider the recom-
mendations of that council and opportunities for
land protection efforts.

Bill Ragsclale will serve on the steering com-
mittee, and, of course, Board member Brad
Currey represents land trusts on the Governor’s
Aclvisory Council for the Land Conservation
Partnership. We are delighted with the progress
alreacly realized and will watch with interest as
the group evolves. There is great potential for the
group to make all of Georgia’s land trusts more
efficient and effective. at

‘(_onservation Buger’ Froper’cies Available

MCT 12eeps a list of properties available in the North Georgia Mountains that need to be purchased l)y
people who will preserve their laeauty and the flora and fauna on them. Many are not listed with real estate

agents, and the landowners would prefer not to sell to developers. Most are ﬁﬁy acres or more.

One oﬁ[ering is 51 acres on Sassa][ras Mountain in Dawson County — very private but close to Jasper.
Beautifu/ view ][rom an elevation 0/[ about 2700 ][eet. Stream and watevj[a//. Can be divided into two parce/s.

For more inforrnation, contact MCT’s office at (706) 253-4077 or L(leclzer@mctg'a.org




Ncw Members & Rencwals

February 19, 2004 — June 2, 2004

(Donations Received after June 2 will be recognized in Fall 2004 Newsletter)

Conservators ($1000 +)

Mt. & Mrs. William Burchenal, Jr.
Mt. & Mrs. Bradley Currey; Jr.
Mt. Albert S. Dallmeier
Hon. Ed Jenkins
Mt. & Mrs. Clayton A. Johnston
M. & Mrs. E. Cody Laird, Jr.
M. & Mrs. Robert C. Loudermilk
Ms. Nancy-Clair Laird &

Mr. Steven Mclnaney
Mt. & Mrs. Timothy Mutray
M. & Ms. John W, Ragsdale, Jr.

Fatro NS ($500 - $999)

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J. Lorenzi
Ms. Janie E Whitfield

Donors @100 - 409

Mr. Daniel R. Agtricola

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Berry
Ms. Judy Boggus

Ms. Tamara K. Boggus

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Burger

Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Clayton
Ms. Amy Durrell &

Mr. Russell Currey
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Decker
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. deGolian
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Doe
Dr. & Mrs. Clem M. Doxey
Mr. & Mrs. Lee J. Dunn, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Edwards
Mr. John S. Edwards &

Ms. Janice L. Edens
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Forry
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon H. Griffith
Mr. Carl E Grizzle —

Grizzle Insurance Agency
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hammond
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hinman
Gilbert M. James, O. D.

Mr. & Mrs. Haynes Johnson
Ms. Carol E. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Krajec

Mr. A. J. Land, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Alan C. Lee

Mr. & Mrs. John L. Lundberg
Mr. & Mrs. Chatles H. McCain
Mr. & Mrs. Edward E Merritt, Jr.
Mr. Dan Centofanti —

Mill Creek Environmental Services

Mr. & Mrs. Fred ] Miller, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Parker, Jr.
Ms. Kate Payne
Mr. & Mrs. E. Fay Pearce, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. R. Burt Prater, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Pratt
Mr & Mrs. Ken Rice
Mr. & Mrs. William Slaugenhop
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Smith —
Alex & Betty Smith Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. R. Max Stancil
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer C. Temple
Mr. & Mrs. Paul V. Troup
Mr. Tug Tuggle
Mr. & Mrs. Gudmund Vigtel
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan E. Wilber
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Wilber
Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Irving J. Zimmerman
Thomas & Jean Puett —
The Edge Group

SPOHSOFS ($40 - $99)

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley R. Barnett, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Bills
Mr. & Mrs. Devon Bogue
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Brinson
Dr. & Mrs. W. Jerry Capps
Mt. & Mrs. Robert M. Crowl
Mr. & Mrs. Frazer Durrett, Jr.
Ms. Frani Divietro &

Mr. John Feuling
Mr. & Mrs. Jon H. Fraker
Ms. Wilma G. Hipps
Mt. & Mrs. Richard B. Hubbard, T11
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kameron
Mr. & Mrs. A. Norman Koppen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Lindsey
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. C. Roger Mosshart

Dr. & Mrs. Walter Omainsky
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Petty
Mr. & Mrs. Chatles G. Phillips, I1I
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Porter
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald L. Reid
Mr. & Mrs. G. David Reid
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Ress
Mr. & Mrs. William Shippen
Ms. Evelyn E. Steiner &
Mr. David Akoubian
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Wilber
Mr. & Mrs. Russell E. Woerheide
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Philip G. Ziegler

SUPPortcrs ($25-$39)

Ms. Chiquita Berry
Ms. Frances Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Burdge
Mzt. E. Daniel Butler
Mr. & Mrs. M. L. Cawthon, Jr.
Dr. Karen S. Clark
Mts. Nelson Dussault
Mr. & Mrs. Walter B. Elcock, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Emig
Dr. & Mrs. Goodloe Y. Erwin
Dr. JoAnn M. Foster &

Mr. Jack L. Foster
Mt. & Mrs. William H. Fraker
Mr. & Mrs. Warren A. Godfrey
Mzt. Ellis W. Hauser
Ms. Linda C. Jewell
Mt. & Mrs. Dennis Leath
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Lodge
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Lyjak
Mr. & Mrs. James A. MacDonald
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Mitchell
Ms. Robyn J. Ray
Ms. Suzanne Shamanski
Mt. & Mrts. Phil Torchio
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Wallace
Ms. Martha C. Woods
Ms. Martha C. Woods
Mr. & Mrs. Whittier A. Wright
Ms. Louise S. Wright

Special Gifts

Dr. & Mrs. David White - in honor of Clay Johnston

Matchimg Caifts

IBM International Foundation — Mr. & Mrs. Everett J.

Hughes, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Robert Douglas, Jr. - in memory of
6 rants

James Earl Grantham

William L. & Lucretia M. Davenport Fund at the North
Georgia Community Foundation




MOUNTAIN
CONSERVATION
1T RUST

Pecome a Member!

MCT
Board of Directors

President E; ta{f

Clay ]o}mston

Vice President Executive Director
el Barbara Decker, Ph. D,
an Foo He/p Preserve the North Georgia Mountains!
Secretar Executive Assistant
Bill Ragsdale Laura Slaugenhop U New Member L Renewal 1 Additional Gift
Treasurer Name
Mark Dickerson
Board of Directors Address
Bradley Currey, Jr. ' .
Edward Daugherty City State Zip
Rick Jasperse
John E. Kiser, Sr. Phone ( )
Phil M. Landrum, Jr. Fax ( )
Gary Reece WWW. mctga. org
Barbara Wylly E-mail

ingo@mctga. org

Enclosed is my tax deductible g‘ift of:
Supporter — $25. 0 _ 39, ®
Sponsor — $40. - 99, ©
Donor — $100. ® — 499,
Patron — $500. 0 _ 999,
Conservator — $1000+

My employer will match my gift.
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MCT can accept gi{'ts of stocks and bonds.

F
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Please make your check payalale to:

Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia and mail to:
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104 North Main Street, Suite B3
Jasper, GA 30143
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Thank you for your contribution!

MCT is dedicated to the

permanent conservation 0][ the

natural resources and scenic

AALSHNOHI NOLLOHIIOD SSHAAAY

lyeauty 0][ the mountains and
footlzi//s of North Georgia
tlzrougll land protection,

collaborative partnerslzips
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and education.




